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China’s Social Media: A Primer
The platforms:

® & -Mobile only
._ - -Friend circle platform plus
/ @ @ one-to-many “self media” distribution
w -For communication and commerce

f -762M monthly active users
' -Released January 2011

-Desktop or mobile

2oy zub4ets -One-to-many platform for
#Jff' E Mff" “self-expression and social interaction”
weibo.com -261M monthly active users
-Released August 2009



Meet China’s 3 345




The Internet: A silent battleground
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So why does the Party tolerate the
Web?

-Massive engine for wealth creation

-Most influential inform stribution mechanism

today
-Transparency into p sations and overall
public sentiment

-Low marginal cos
pro-Party messagi

propagating

-Both blanket and line-item censorship easier to
enforce (versus interdicting books, or ripping
particular articles out of magazines)



Law and lawlessness in Chinese
social media
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One by One, Major Voices Exit
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What Gets You Censored on the Chinese Internet

Are you famous?

v v

Does your post criticize the
government or put it in a bad

light?
B e |

Has your post gone
viral?

i *Police or government agent :
! involvement including but not
limited to account deletion,
questioning, and detention

Does your post relate to Does your post criticize
public life—i.e. areas of the government or put it
government control? in a bad light?
Does your post Does it contemplate or
contradict central »| encourage specific illegal
government priorities? activity?

Does your post mention or
reveal specific wrongdoings?
Does your post

contemplate or
encourage a large or
recurring gathering?

CENSORED
Does your post criticize
local as opposed to
central government ?

Does your post coincide A
with a spike in chatter on Does the post contain

v

the topic it engages? obscene images?
Do you live in Do you g
that locality? have family
there?

CENSORED

DO NOT REPRODUCE WITHOUT PERMISSION COPYRIGHT FOREIGN POLICY/BY DAVID WERTIME



Propaganda 2.0
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What about cross-cultural
communication?
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